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Particiants 

Institution  Country  Representative 

Federal University of Sao Carlos Brazil Ernesto A. Urquieta-Gonzalez 

Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro Brazil Jose Araruna 

Universidade Federal de Pernambuco Brazil Edmilson Santos de Lima 

Universidade Federal de Santa Maria Brazil Elvis Carissimi 

Universidad de Guadalajara Mexico Víctor Alcaraz-González 

Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM) Mexico Rodolfo Silva Casarin 

Universidad Nacional de San Juan Argentina Hugo Fernández 

Universidad Nacional de Colombia Colombia Andrés Osorio Arias 

Technical University Braunschweig Germany Norbert Dichtl 

Technical University Braunschweig Germany Andreas Haarstrick 

 

On August 6 and 8th, 2017, occurred the LA Regional Meeting of the Exceed-Swindon Project 

at the Universidad Nacional de Colombia in Medellín/Colombia, with the following participant 

members: Dr.– Rodolfo Silva Casarín LA Coordinator EXCEED-SWINDON; Dr. Nobert Dichtl – 

Coordinator EXCEED-SWINDON Project – UNAM-México; Dr. Andreas Haarstrich – Scientific 

Coordinator; Dr. Edmilson Santos de Lima – UFPE-Brazil; Dr. José Araruna Júnior – PUC-Rio-

Brazil; Dr. Victor Alcaraz-Gonzalez – UdG-México; Dr. Marcelo A. Nolasco – USP-Brazil; Dr. Elvis 

Carissimi – UFSM-Brazil, Dr. Ernesto Antonio Urquieta-Gonzalez – UFSCar-Brazil; Dr. Hugo 

Fernandez –UNSJ-Argentina and Dr. Andres Fernando Osorio Arias – UNC-Colombia. Prof. 

Edmilson and Prof. Andreas opened the meeting with the Welcome Address and pointed the 

main subject discussions, as follow: a) LA Network Activity (Publications and Research 

proposals). In this topic an initial proposal emerged among UNAM, UNAL, UGuadalajara and 

Federal U. Santa Maria – Topic of salinity Gradient Technology applied to energy supply and 

desalination. Some publications proposals were discussed, such as: 1. "Water security index” 

based in geoinformatics that may be connected to an Ocean Health Index. Topic of a relation 

between agriculture and water balance.  Brazil has an initiative for region connected with the 

industry. Another idea is that the SWINDON could develop a Book of Good practices (or 

standards) in water with agriculture. This could include the industry like a partner associated 

or stakeholders. There are some examples around balance between economy and ecosystems 

is re-marked. Case study with cotton and groundwater in Kazakhstan. Also the members of 

the network advice to think in water authorities and biodiversity organization or agencies 
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(Brazil, Mexico and Colombia, for example) like a possible partner. b) LA Annual Report and 

Indicators (Acitivities and Achieved Goals for 2017) (power point presentation is attached); 

c) Exceed-Swindon opportunities of collaboration. In this study some ongoing collaboration 

were presented: 1. Cooperation between PUC and USJ request support for interchange with 

some samples of water and laboratory, 2.  Cooperation between UdeG and UFSCar did 

technical collaboration (including training courses and reports or paper), 3. Students 

interchange (Master and PhD). Also some experimental activities together, 4. UNAM-TUBS-

UAB: Develop a cooperation CONACYT-BMBF - 2017-2020 (In Ensenada), 5. UNAM-UNAL - 

Carrying out a Salinity Gradient Technology transfer of knowledge, 6. PUC – Cooperation with 

Tongji University – Red Mud and, 7. UNAM - UFSM – Ozone flotation for biofuel production 

(PhD student mobility) d) Network Sustainability. There are 5 Exceed projects and probably a 

fusion between Exceed-Swindon and Exceed-CNRD (Center for Natural Resources and 

Development) will happen. Some ideas that were discussed in this topic: 1. Private 

Association, 2. Companies supporting the Association, 3. Universities supporting the 

Association, 4. A charge per member (40-50 euro per year), 5. A new president every 2 years, 

6. Discuss about conference fees and summer schools fees, 7. Book publication; e) 

Presentations by UNAL and UNINORTE Researchers (Colombian Universities). Some professors 

showed they work research in order to enlarge our network activities. Dr. Araruna also 

presented his project in cooperation with China. f) Planning 2018. Two LA Regional Meetings 

are scheduled for 2018. Probably one in Cuba in April and another one in Brazil in September; 

g) Summer School Proposal for 2018. 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

Agenda of the meeting 

 

Sunday,  August 6  

All time     Arrival, check in  

19:00  Dinner  

 

Monday, August 7   

09:30 – 09:45 Welcome Address, LA Regional Coordinator 
(Rodolfo Silva) 

09:45 – 10:00 Chairman´s Welcome Address  

(Andreas Haarstrick) 

10:00 ς 10:30 Coffee Break 

10:30 – 12:00 LA Network Activity 
Information about: 
- Publications; joint research activities cooperation with other institutions, 

state agencies and industry, and outputs/outcomes ... etc.) 
- Publications / research proposals (2017) in connection with exceed-Swindon 
(All, 10 min. each) 

12:00 ς 13:30 Lunch   

13:30 - 15:00 LA annual report 2017 
(5-10 minutes input from delegate) 
Indicators of success (monitoring of activities and achieved goals for 2017) 

(Input from All) 

15:00 ς 15:30 Coffee Break  

15:30 – 17:30 /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ {ǇŜŜŎƘ κ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ό9·/995 ς SWINDON network) 
   (Norbert Dichtl) and Discussion 

19:00  Dinner  

 

Tuesday, August 8   

 9:00 – 9:15 Welcome ς Head of National University campus of Medellin 

  (To be confirmed) 

  9:15 – 9:30 Scientific Coordinator´s Speech (EXCEED ςSWINDON opportunities of 

collaboration) 

   (Andreas Haarstrick) 

 9:30 ς 10:00 Coffee Break 

10:00 – 12:00 Presentations by academics of UNAL 
(Andres Osorio et al.  / 15 min. each) 

12:00 ς 13:30 Lunch 

13:30 – 15:00 Planning 2018 



 

- Dates for students/teachers exchanges – 2018; cooperation; summer 
school, and other topics related to next year´s  activities 
(All, 15 min. each) 

15:00 ς 15:30 Coffee break 

15:30 – 16:30 Joint research proposal 2018 (application deadline 15 Sep 2017) 

16:30 – 17:30 Sumer school proposal 2018 

19:00  Dinner 

 

Wednesday, August 9 

09:30 – 13:30 Technical Visit - La Fe Reservoir, close to Retiro municipality (Ant.) 

13:30 ς 14:30  Lunch 

15:00 – 19:00 Report of the RM / Summary  

19:00  Dinner 

 

 

Thursday, August 10  

All time     Departure 


